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Asian countries, the writer contends, have thereby engaged with the West and with modernity, yet all alone
phrases, sometimes, and in a number of inconsistent ways that they can assert a feeling of distinction, forcing
alterations within the Western idea of civilization.
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In a new book titled Civilization, Nation and Modernity in East Asia, author Chih-Yu Shih examines the
â€œconstant puzzleâ€• (p.1) that confronts both Japan and China in the modern eraâ€”transforming an
ancient civilization into a modern nation-state.
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Asian nations, the author contends, have thereby engaged with the West and with modernity, but on their
own terms, occasionally, and in various inconsistent ways in which they could assert a sense of difference,
forcing changes in the Western concept of civilization.
Civilization, Nation and Modernity in East Asia ebook by
Civilization, Nation and Modernity in East Asia, Navigating Sovereignty, Collective Democracy, The Spirit of
Chinese Foreign Policy, Autonomy, Ethnicity and Poverty in Southwestern China, and On China By India,
among others. He is editor-in-chief of the journal Asian Ethnicity.
Civilization, Nation and Modernity in East Asia
â€œCivilizationâ€• in the singular implied propriety and elegance of manners considered as the result of
oneâ€™s upbringing and cultivation, whereas â€œcivilizationâ€• in the plural could mean the specific way of
life of a specific nation or nations at a specific time (Bagby, 1963:74-75; Braudel, 1994:6-7). It is
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The view of modernity as a distinct civilization implies that modernity has to be seen as a new type of
civilization - not unlike the formation and expansion of the Great Religions. According to this view, the core of
modernity is the crystallization and development of mode or modes of ...
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of modern statehood, so much so that the terms â€˜â€˜nationsâ€™â€™ and â€˜â€˜statesâ€™â€™ are often
used interchangeably. Figure 1 shows that the global ascent of the nation-state over the past 200 years was
a discontinuous process, unfolding in various waves linked to the break-up of large empires.
Understandingthe globalriseofthe nationAmerican Sociological Review The Rise of the Nation-State
3. TRADITIONAL AND MODERN CIVILIZATIONS . T. S. Eliot wrote that each of the great world
culturesâ€”Byzantine, Medieval, Islamic, Chinese, or otherâ€”is the social and artistic expres-sion of a
religious revelation. Each revelation is handed downâ€” unchanged in essence but increasingly elaborated in
expressionâ€”by the power of tradition.
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community, country, patrie (â€˜national terrainâ€™ in Smithâ€™s writings), nation, gender, class and
civilization, are constructed within the process of socialization. By the way, different sorts of identities fall into
three categories.
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